Name: __________________________________________	Period: __________

Planning Sheet for the Antebellum/Civil War Project:


Topic:  ___________________________________________________________


Once you have chosen a topic you need to break it into subtopics. Do some research in the history textbook and on the Internet to identify subtopics for your topic.  I will help you chose subtopics and approve them, but you must start the research on your own.

Subtopic 1: ___________________________________________________________________

Subtopic 2: ___________________________________________________________________

Subtopic 3: ___________________________________________________________________

Subtopic 4 ___________________________________________________________________


The Inquiry Method
This research paper will use the inquiry method to plan and direct your research., Inquiry simply means, asking questions about your topic and subtopics. These questions fall into two categories – compelling and supporting questions.

Compelling and Supporting Questions
[bookmark: _GoBack]Compelling questions focus on long term issues and concerns. They deal with curiosities about how things work; interpretations and applications of historical concepts; and unresolved issues. Compelling questions are a starting point for students to construct arguments in response.

By contrast, “Supporting” questions have agreed-upon answers: In contrast, supporting questions focus on descriptions, definitions, and processes on which there is general agreement within the social studies disciplines, and require students to construct explanations that advance claims of understanding in response.


Compelling Questions are broad questions with responses that are open to debate; they have no “correct” answer but can help us gain a deep understanding of historical topics, events and ideas.

Example compelling questions:

1. Did John Brown’s raid lead to the Civil War?
2. Did superior technology insure a Union victory?
3. What can the Hudson River School tell us about America?
4. Was Henry Clay really the “Great Compromiser?” 

Create three compelling questions for your topic:


Question 1: ___________________________________________________________________

Question 2: ___________________________________________________________________

Question 3: ___________________________________________________________________


For Each of your subtopics create 2 supporting questions

Subtopic 1:___________________________________________________________________

Question 1: ___________________________________________________________________

Question 2: ___________________________________________________________________


Subtopic 2 :___________________________________________________________________

Question 1: ___________________________________________________________________

Question 2: ___________________________________________________________________


Subtopic 3:___________________________________________________________________

Question 1: ___________________________________________________________________

Question 2: ___________________________________________________________________


Subtopic 4 :___________________________________________________________________

Question 1: ___________________________________________________________________

Question 2: ___________________________________________________________________
